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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 
Prelude 

 

I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; no one 
comes to the Father, but by me.  John 14.6 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He gave us new life and hope by raising Jesus from the dead. 

Rejoice, then, even in your distress. 
We shall be counted worthy when Christ appears. 
God has claimed us as his own. 
He called us from our darkness into the light of his day. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 
Hymn 620 
 

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in a believer’s ear! 
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 
and drives away our fear. 
 
It makes the wounded spirit whole, and calms the troubled breast; 
‘tis manna to the hungry soul, and to the weary rest. 
 
Dear name!  The rock on which I build,  

my shield and hiding place, 
my never-failing treasury, filled with boundless stores of grace. 
 
Jesus, my shepherd, brother, friend, my prophet, priest, and king, 
my Lord, my life, my way, my end, accept the praise I bring. 
 
Weak is the effort of my heart, and cold my warmest thought; 
but when I see thee as thou are, I’ll praise thee as I ought. 
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Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; 
let me never be put to shame; * 
deliver me in your righteousness. 
2 Incline your ear to me; * 
make haste to deliver me. 
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, * 

for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
for the sake of your name, * 
lead me and guide me. 
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
for you are my tower of strength. 
5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 
for you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 
15 My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 
16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness save me.” 

 

 
The Proclamation of the Word 
 
A Reading from the book of Acts                           ______(7:55-60) 
But filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw 
the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  
"Look," he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God!"  But they covered their ears, 
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him.  Then they 
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the 
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.  
While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit."  Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, 
"Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said this, 

he died. 
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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A Reading from the first letter of Peter            ____            (2:2-10) 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it 
you may grow into salvation- if indeed you have tasted that the 
Lord is good.  Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by 
mortals yet chosen and precious in God's sight, and like living 
stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 

Jesus Christ.  For it stands in scripture: "See, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes 
in him will not be put to shame."  To you then who believe, he is 
precious; but for those who do not believe, "The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner," and "A 
stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall." 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 
destined to do.  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 

have received mercy. 
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel John 14:1-14 
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me.  In my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 
also.  And you know the way to the place where I am going."  
Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?"  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.  If you know me, you will know my Father also. From 
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now on you do know him and have seen him."  Philip said to him, 
"Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied."  Jesus said to 
him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not 
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, 'Show us the Father'?  Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 
not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his 

works.  Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 
but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves.  Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will 
also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than 
these, because I am going to the Father.  I will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If 
in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 
Hymn 515 
 
Thou art the way: to thee alone from sin and death we flee; 
and those who would the Father seek  

must seek him, Lord by thee. 
 
Thou art the truth:  thy word alone true wisdom can impart; 
thou only canst inform the mind and purify the heart. 
 
Thou art the life:  the rending tomb proclaims thy conquering arm; 
and those who put their trust in thee nor death nor hell shall harm. 
 
Thou art the way, the truth, the life:  grant us that way to know, 
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys eternal flow. 
 
 

Homily 
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Affirmation of Faith 
 
Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. 
This is the first and the great commandment. 

The second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as yourself. 
There is no commandment greater than these. 

 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join 
the people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need, saying, Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your 
spiritual house.  Continually strengthen your church as it is sent 

forth to proclaim your love.  We pray especially for new 
congregations, worshipping communities, special ministries and 
faith groups in redevelopment.  We pray for Justin, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Linda, Mark, Anne, and Todd, our Bishops, Sam, our 
archdeacon, and for all clergy and people. 
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer 
 
Humble us, creator God, as part of your creation.  Fill us with 
respect and awe for the world you have made, including 
volcanoes, ocean currents, tropical rainstorms, glaciers, and other 
forces that both destroy and create. 
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer 

 
Align our ways to your love, O God.  We pray for countries, 
leaders, and other organizations as they prepare places for those 
seeking refuge and safety.  We pray for all those who work in 
public health and especially for the World Health Organization. 
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer 
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We pray for the whole world as we share in the effects of 
COVID19 – for essential service workers, health care workers, 
researchers, those who are ill, those who are quarantined or in 
isolation and those who are abandoned and alone in this time.  
God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and 
weighed down by many troubles.  Comfort their suffering, ease 
their distress, and carry their burdens.  We pray especially for 

those we now name… 
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer 
 
Nurturing God, we pray for those who tend and teach young 
children, for the safe pregnancies of expectant parents, and for 
families who struggle with infertility and miscarriage.  We give 
thanks for all who have shown mothering care, and we remember 
all for whom this day is difficult. 
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer 
 
We pray for St. John the Evangelist parish and St. Luke’s 
Worshipping Community; we pray for Amanda, our foster child in 

India; for our brothers and sisters in our companion diocese of 
Amazonia in Brazil and for Marinez, their bishop; we pray for our 
brothers and sisters in the London Antioch Presbyterian Church. 
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer 
 
We pray for our Luke’s Place ministry to the Western University 
community.  We pray for all students and teachers, and for 
international students far from home and family. 
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer 
 
Generous God, you call into your brilliant light all who have died.  
Give us faith to take hold of the promise of your eternal life. 

Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for 
whom we pray into your eternal care, through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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The Collect 
 
Risen Christ, 
give us grace to love one another, 
to search for truth 
and to walk in the ways of justice and peace, 
so that we may abide in the Father’s love always. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Hymn 300 
 
Christ is made the sure foundation,  
Christ the head and cornerstone, 
chosen of the Lord, and precious, binding all the church in one, 
holy Zion’s help forever, and her confidence alone. 
 
All that dedicated city, dearly loved of God on high, 
in exultant jubilation pours perpetual melody, 
God the One-in-Three adoring in glad hymns eternally. 
 

To this temple, where we call thee, come, O Lord of hosts, today; 
with thy wonted loving kindness, hear thy servants as they pray; 
and thy fullest benediction shed within its walls alway. 
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Here vouchsafe to all thy servants what they ask of thee to gain, 
what they gain from thee forever with the blessed to retain, 
and hereafter in thy glory evermore with thee to reign. 
 
Laud and honour to the Father, laud and honour to the Son, 
laud and honour to the Spirit, ever three, and ever one, 
one in might and one in glory, while unending ages run. 

 
 
 

Dismissal 
 

Alleluia!  Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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